
        APPENDIX 2 

National Funding Formula 

Consultation Responses 

 

1.1 Responses Rates 

 

Type of School 
Number  of 
Responses 

Number 
Consulted 

Response 
Rate 

Primary  16 86 19% 

Secondary 7 12 58% 

Special 0 5 0% 

Total 23 103 22% 

 

1.2 Response to Questions 

 

Responses by Question YES NO UNSURE TOTAL 

1)    Do you agree with 
adopting the national funding 
formula factors from 2018-19? 91% 4% 4% 100% 

2)    Do you agree with a 
minimum funding guarantee of 
0% per pupil in 2018-19? 74% 22% 4% 100% 

3) Do you agree with the 
transfer to the high needs 
block of 0.5%? 70% 26% 4% 100% 

4)    Do you agree to applying 
to the Secretary of State for a 
further 0.5% to be transferred 
to the High Needs Block? 26% 43% 30% 100% 

 

1.3 Comments from Schools – Summary 

 

 The contribution to High Needs deficit would need to be a one off contribution 

until a recovery plan is put into place 

 The DFE should be alerted to the deficit  

 School should be passported the full 0.5% increase promised by the Secretary of 

State 



 The high needs deficit reduction should come from a lower cap on school gains 

rather than taking funding away from all schools 

 The capping percentage should be decreased (to take more money from gainers) 

and this funding should be allocated across all schools to ensure all schools are 

given an increase  

 The basic per pupil funding should be increased to benefit all pupils in the 

borough 

 Schools are enquiring if the MFG will continue in future years 

 Will the Council look into the viability of requesting contributions to council 

services from schools to cover the High Needs deficit rather than taking this 

funding from the formula? 

 Will the Council look into increasing the cost of the traded services to schools to 

contribute to the High Needs deficit? 

 

Once the revised guidance was issued by the DfE on 23 November:  

 

 2 schools revised their responses and said no to Q2 and Q4 (the additional 

transfer to the High Needs)  

 More modelling  was requested in order to show the impact on all schools of a 

positive 0.5% MFG based on an assumption of a transfer to high needs block of 

0.5% and 1% 

 

1.4 Action the Council will take 

 

In response to the consultation the Council will: 

 

 Produce a detailed recovery plan to schools regarding how the High Needs Block 

deficit will be dealt with. 

 Reissue SF papers to evidence how the high needs deficit has arisen and details 

of spend 

 Communicate regarding the representations which have been made to date 

regarding the High Needs deficit.  

 Explain why resourced provision is a call on the Schools Block 

 Evidence what the consequences of not transferring the 0.5% and the 1% to the 

high needs block would be 

 Continue to undertake an annual review fees and charges 

 Issue the annual school  balances report in May 18 following year end processes 

 


